SWITZERLAND

what I mean. My policy is honest and above-board, for it
springs from long meditation backed by force.

Tell him that he is useless at Paris, where he can only
mislead those he represents as to my intentions. He had
better be off within twelve hours, reach Berne as quickly as
he can, and report all you have said to him: for if a single
French flag enters Switzerland, it will be a bad business for
them. Tell him that I take sides in none of their quarrels;
that I have no favourites; and that I have constantly com-
plained of Dolder and Reding, neither of whom has
followed my advice.

If my intervention is accepted, and no French troops
enter Switzerland, I consider that the end of the voyage is
reached. It will be useless to talk of modifications, or loop-
holes: I shan't listen to a word. Colonel Mullinen can tell
his compatriots that for the last two years this has been a
regular game,which it is now time to end; and that I can see
no half-way house between a Swiss Government firmly organ-
ised and friendly to France,, and no Switzerland at all.

Whatever you do, insist upon his leaving Paris. There is
nothing for him to do there: Berne is now the only place
where he can help his fellow-countrymen.

[CoRRESP.,viii, 6339. In May, 1801, Napoleon imposed upon Switzer-
land the Constitution of Malmaison. During the troubles that followed,
Reding was made Landammann (Premier) by malcontents at Berne.
After a conference with representatives of the rival parties, Napoleon,
by the Act of Settlement (February, 1803), gave the country a fresh
Constitution, one condition of which was that the Swiss Confederation
should supply him with troops. Dolder was a Moderate member of the
Directoty of 1800.]
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ADVICE TO AN ARCHBISHOP

TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF LYON

ROUEN, November 2, 1802.

I ARRIVED at Rouen three days ago, I am very pleased
with the people in this Department, and have reason to be